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ADVERTISEMENT, 


. 7 HI 8 Treatiſe b mot only contains the method of making Salt from Brine ' 
a Letter, of but likewife a Letter from the Ling of the Admiralty h 

the College of Phyſicians, and their Auſiver; as alſo ſeveral Accounts and Ef. 
mates, ſhewing what quantity of foreign Salt is annually conſumed in Great Bt. 
tain and Ireland, and in our American Fiſhery, with other proper Teſtimonies 
N. B. The Author does not at all doubt, but that the Brine of Worceſter. 
ſhire 7s of equal goodneſs with that of Cheſhire : but having made no Eaperi | 
ment of the Brine of Droitwich, on that Account he does not mention it in lu 

Letter fo Foe Lara of the Admiralty, of the 80h of July, 08 


| Vr. Lowndes * Letter to T homas Corbett 
4 ſquire, Secretary to the Right Honourable the 
| nt Comm Nn oners * the OR 


I KNOW you ies of courſe the Votes of 
the Houſe of Commons, and therefore 1 beg 
: leave to refer you to thoſe of the 26th of lait 
May, and thole of the 3d inſtant. But J 
x incloſe a copy of my Propoſal mentioned 
1 = in the Votes of the 3d, becauſe I believe 
| k authentic copy is not yet come to your office. 
I preſume, that of all the methods, which can be ſug- 
gelted of laying open my ſecret, the Right Honourable 
he Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty will prefer that, 
hereby the preſent Salt- makers will be induced to fall the 
hot readily and generally into it. For the greater the 
entice is of Salt made my way, the more ſatisfied the 
Public will be, that my ſecret is truly made known. 
| Kot that I mean, that their Lordſhips ſhould buy any 


UC 2 more 


r 


- more Salt, than what they think proper for the ſeven 
© tals. © | 
I am now very ill of the colic and gravel; but I vil 
as ſoon as I am able reduce into writing, and offer to thei 
Lordſhips conſideration my thoughts, how the intent c 
the Houſe of Commons may be beſt carried into ce. %: 
tion. For I take the liberty to aſſure their Lordſhis, 11 
that I mean nothing but diſpatch joined with ſuch fairneß, 1 . 
as will put my condu& and undertaking 23 the pot. WY 
fibility of a trick, or the imputation of a job. | ec 
I had asked a much greater reward, but I was reſolve 
that malice ſhould not have the leaſt handle to attac 
any Gentlemen, whoſe generoſity ſhould induce then 
to aſſiſt me, either in the Houſe of Commons or elbe 
where. I am with great and real reſpect, 


SIR, 
Your FO” obedient humble ſervant, 


10 June, 1746, ” | ED Tho. Lowndes. 


Io or three days after ſending the above Letter, M. 
J not expecting any Anſwer to it in wee went 
to the Admuralty-Office, and took the liberty to ki 1 
Mr. Corbett know, that he deſired the favour to ſpeak wit! tt 7? 
him; who immediately, 1 in a very obliging manner, ca W * 
into the waiting- room. Then Mr. requeſted to kn. 
| * pit the Londs of the a Would pleaſe to direct 


ge hum 


him, as to the way he ſhould take of i imparting his me- 


FF relating to this affair, it was his duty, and he was 
3 e ready to obey their Lordſhips pleaſure.” To which 


& Public, he thought the moſt plain and intelligible man- 
ner of expreſſing what he had to offer, would (in all 


; 25 d him for his cvility, and retired. 
Secretary to the amn. wh July, TIE 


STR, 


1 the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
* 2 that my method of making Salt from Brine, 


© communicated to their Lordſhips in form, wheneyer their 
1 Lordſhips {hall pleaſe to direct. 


My extream ill health has prevented me making this 


| {application ſooner. 


: 


Alt. 


& thod of making Brine-Salt. For in every circumſtance 


Mr. Corbett faid : © Their Lordſhips left him entirely to 
& the way he thought beſt.” Whereupon Mr. L—<s re- 
Gp, « That fince the gratification was to come from the 


} ce likelihood) give the greateſt content.” To which Mr. 
Urbesr ſaid: © Do ſo then.“ Upon which Mr. Ls 


F Letter 2 Mr. 3 to Thomas Corbett E ure, 1 


Deſire, that you will be ſo obliging, as to acquaint 


as good or better than the French Bay-Salt, is ready to be 


f which you will pleaſe on my behalf to preſent to ti 
Right Honourable the - Lords Commiſſioners of the Al 


Mr. Corbett! s Anſwer to the above Leute. Admiraly, 


miralty, I am commanded to acquaint you, that you may 


or better than the French Bay-Salt, when you think it, 


A Leveer as Mr. . 70 TE Corbett E 72 


ane Houle of Commons, 1 __ it my duty to ſend 1 


— 22222 * 4 9 — 
ys p of, * 2 
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ny," jth July, — 


SIR, 


N return to your Letter of de 8 date, which 
have laid before my Lords Commiſſioners of the 44. 


deliver in your method of making Salt from Brine, as _ 


© am, &c. 


Secretary ro the * 87h . I 746. 


= IR. = 85 
N purſuance of your 1a of the Sth inſtant, T here 
with tranſmit my method of making Brine-Salt, &. 


miralty. 1 5 

The Fe in that Pap per are all true. And the incor red. 
neſs I hope will be excuſed by the very ſevere malad) 
I have lately been afflicted with, and of which J am ot 
yet recovered. 

As my encouragement for this undertaking comes fro 


Cop} 


(3) 


opy of my method to the Speaker, either to-morrow or 


1 da * 1 
* *E am, &C. 


7 he Reader is deſired to obſerve, that the true and pr in- 


500 reaſon for printing theſe Letters, by way of Intro- | 


Auction, is: That Mr. Lowndes's reward is conditional; 


and as no part of it 18 immediately due, and ſome part 
1 ot payable till above two years hence ; and he being 
in a very weak and declining ſtate of heath, is adviſed to 


FT 0 to Portugal for the benefit of the air: In order there- 
pore to prevent, or at leaſt ſatisfy any future enquiry, he 


thinks it now proper to ſhew, that every thing has (to the 
W Þtmoft of his power) been tranſacted with the moſt 
& punctual regularity. And Mr. J. alſo is very glad of 
his opportunity, to make his moſt ſincere and grateful 
| acknowledgments | to Mr. Secretary Corbett, tor always L 


treating him with generous courteſy, and never creating 


the leaſt delay; tho almoſt five years have been ſpent in 


his anxious ſolicitation. 


Mu Lon ps, 


Rochelle, and the parts adjacent, to obſerve the who 


but that of the Sun. That diſtri& of France I choſe u 
ther than any other; becauſe the greateſt quantity of By 
Salt is made in that neighbourhood, and which, by 

Merchants, Victuallers, and Fiſhermen, is unixeriiſ 
looked upon to be the beſt Salt in Europe. 


1 was then engaged in, would permit, I went to Holla 
Lo This Journey was occaſioned by my curioſity, to 0 


Mr. Lowndes's Letter in the Right Amani 
the Lords A 2x0 f the An hl E 
Sch of July, 1746. 


88 Take the liherty wt humbly t to ren 
to your Lordſhips, that in my infancy, ly. 
ing at Middlewich in Cheſhire, I was, val 
{9 early in life, thoroughly acquainted with tif 
cCcommon way of making Salt there. Seven 
years afte er, travelling in France, I went on . 


Proceſs of their making Salt by means of no other hf 


After my return to Exgland, as ſoon as ſome buſine 


tool 


* 


* 
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1 From whence it proceeds, that the Dutch White Hiern gs 

5 do always look a great deal fairer, and are much cleaner, 

ad will keep many months longer than ours, even when 
Wc uſe the beſt foreign Salt. And I found (as I had often 
Whcard) hat the Dutch Salt being purified, is the chi 
ane of 7he excellency of their iſh. #1! 
From the remarks, that occurred to me in France and 

Holland, with the addition of allowing properly for. | 
the difference in the materials, I deduced the method of 
making Salt from Brine, as good or better than French | || 
hay-Salt. And in purſuance of an Addreſs from the Ho- 

Wnourable Houſe of Commons, His Majeſty having been 
nmoſt gr aciouſly pleaſed to direct your Lordſhips to enter 
Wanto an agreement with me, for diſcovering the ſaid me- 


| Py m to your Lordſhi 56. 


This i is the Proceſs. | 


2 7 a Cheſhire Salt-pan (which commonly contains i 
c 4 about eight hundred gallons) be fled with Brine, . 
w uitbin about an inch of the op then make and hight 


bod; it is here, with the greateſt deference, molt hum- = 


ere; and when the Brine is juſt lukewarm, put in - 


1 
uo eggs let the pan boil with all poſſible violence ; 
| H vs the ſcum riſes take it off ; when the Freſh or watery 
Wart is pretty well decreaſed, throw into the pan the 
2 Aer of a Naur of aew ale, or that quantity of bot- - 
Y "0 a | „ 


bout an ounce of blood from the buteher' s, or the auhites 1 


roms of malt-drink : upon the Brine's beginning 10 grain, 
throw into it the quantity of a ſmall nutmeg of fre 
butter ;' and when the liquor has ſalted for about haf 
an hour; that is, has produced a good deal of Salt, dry 
the pan, in other words, take out the Salt. By this time 
the fire will be greatly abated, and ſo will the heat of the 
liquor. Ler no more fenuel be thrown on the fire ; bu 
let the Brine gently cool, till one can zuft bear to put one! 
Hand into it; keep the Brine of that heat as near a; 
_ Poſſible; and when it has worked for ſome time, and is 
beginning to grain, throw in the quantity of a ſmall nt 
meg of freſh butter ; and about two minutes after that, 
ſeatter throughout the pan, as equally « as may be, an ounc 
and three quarters of clean common Allom pulverized 
very fine; and then in/lantly, with the common i 
 ſerape-pan ſtir the Brine very briskly in every part of 
the pan, for about a minute; then let the pan ſeiil, 
and conſtantly feed the fire, ſo that the Brine may new" 
| be quite ſcalding hot, nor near ſo cold as lukewarm : li 
Ihe pan ſtand working thus, far avout three days aud 
= nights, and then draw tt. 
The Brine remaining will by this time be 0 bald tha 
it will not work at all; zherefore freſh. Coals muſt le 
thrown upon the fire, ard the Brine muſt boil for avoil 
half an hour, but not near ſo violently as before the fi 
drawing ; then, with the uſual inſtrument, 1ake ol 
fuch Salt as is beginning to fall, (as theyterm it) and pit 


it apart,; now let the pan ſettle and cool. When tit 
WK | Bran 


O 


me becomes no hotter, than one can juſt bear to put 
Pues hand into it, proceed in all reſpects as before; only 
Wer the quantity of Allom not exceed an ounce and a 
Purber, Aud in "_ — and forly hours a fter 
7 raw the — 


The Proceſs being ended, permit me to acquaint your | 
Landl that, in repairing the fires, I chiefly uſe cin- 
| Wers ; ; becauſe, to preſerve a conſtant, equal, and gentle 
heat, cinders are better than coals: though at preſent 
| 2 — in Cheſbirè are 10 little valued, as to be generally 

thrown into the highways. | 
There are in Che/dire two or three pits, whoſe Brine 
though no way faulty) does not work kindly with butter. 
The bare naming of this is enough; ſince the meaneſt 
Workman well knows (what is vulgarly called) the hu- 
mour of the pit he works at: and to ſhew the phyſical | 
Leaſon for that fingularity, would be both tedious and 
uſeleſs. And it is my humble opinion, that this fort of 
Brine will require a leſs quantity of Allom to reſtore its 
grain, than is before mentioned. And ttis alſo highly 
probable, that the operations of drawing the pan the ſe- 
| cond and third time, may be performed ſeyeral hours 
HPoner than the time preſcribed for common Brine. I 

en to make trial of this extraordinary Bri ine, when 1 

go next into Che/brre. 

* | 1 hope your Lordſhips will not be diſpleaſed with my 
entioning, that I moſt induſtriouſly contrived to maxe 


MS. .- 


my Proceſs to a with that now uſed in Cheſbire, 


any difference betwixt the two methods. But mine en 


for long voyages, proviſions can be cured with Salt mad: 
after the uſual manner. And it is mere neceſſity that 
|| makes it to be uſed at land for meat, which is to be ken 
any time. But yet, this kind of Salt is more proper fi 
the tender curd of new cheeſe, and for butter deſignel iS 
for preſent ſpending, than thorough-made Salt; becauſe i Wap 
faves a good deal of trouble, by its not wanting either v 
be reduced to powder, or to be moiſtened. =_ 
I crave leave to remark, that by long boiling with gren 
fires, Salt not only loſes its ſpirit, ſtrength, and ſhoct, 
but its grain becomes ſo very looſe, and ſoit, that it is I 


4 0 12 Y 


and therefore, in the firſt part of the work, there is ng 


tirely takes place, as 5 ſoon as the Hirſt drawing of the pu 
is finiſned. 


And here I muſt be allowed to obſerve, that by te 
violent boiling, without ſuffering the pan to ſettle, 1 
to cool gently, the grain of the Salt is greatly altera, 
both in form and texture; and the Brine not being, u 
any degree, ſufficiently evaporated, the Salt diloly; 
with the leaſt humidity. Then the air being admitted, * 


and putrefaction immediately enſuing, tis impoſſible that 


ther a Lixivium than Salt. 


But yet if Brine be not boiled violently 8 a due time | of 


at the beginning of the operation, the Proceſs of may 
Salt will be excceding tedious : becauſe the freſh, wy al 


it 


means, muſt be conſumed. And alſo, though Nine. when WY 


n 


( 13) 


| Gt is pumped into the pan, ſeems to be as clear and pure 
Js rock-water ; yet there is always in it no ſmall quantity 
| 1 * earthy particles, which cannot be diſcharged, but * 
putting the Brine into the greateſt agitation. 
Fhrine- Salt made by any former Proceſs, all poſſible care 
eins taken, has evermore two main defects, fAakeyneſs 
und ſoftneſs. Theſe faults are occaſioned by the Brines 
being boiled (at leaſt for ſome time) with the moſt intenſe 
beat, in a place where the air is not only in a great de- 
FE" gree incloſed, but the room is, at the ſame time, filled 
Vith thick clouds of ſteam and ſinoak, which are let out 
only by a ſmall louvre: whereas the ſun, in making Ma- 
ine -Salt, is vaftly aſſiſted by the acid of the air, as the 
learned call it. In order therefore, in ſome meaſure to 
equal that advantage from the open air, as likewiſe to re- 
medy the imperfections of Brine-Salt ; amongſt many trials 
of acid preparations and minerals, I had recourſe to Allom, 
hich alone fully anfivercd every thing that I propoſed, 
For it reſtored the Salt to its ꝝatural cubical ſhoot, and 
\ [4 pave it a proper bernd nor . it any bad effect 
Pphatever, £0003... 
| Here are then two Salts, which the Public will have 
$n its power to uſe. 
Sober one called French Bay: Salt, made by the ſun from : 
water. This Salt, for which the conſumer here pays 
þ great rate; is always mixed with dirt and naſtineſs, which 
make up @ full ſeventh part. The filth ariſes from pu- 
fcc human bodies, dead fiſh, and the carcaſes of ani- 


mals, 


n 


oi 


mals, and from moſt immenſe quantities of different kink 
of rotten weeds, together with innumerable other un 
wholeſome mixtures, brought into the ſalines by the tide 
The other Salt, made according to. the foregoin 8 Pp 
ceſs, perfectly clean, ſweet, and ſtrong, and from ingre. 
dients in every reſpect n and to be afforded at; 
much leis price. - 
Which of theſe 72 Salts 18 moſt cligible, one woul 
chink could: be no queſtion. _ 
Let many of the french Chymiſts extol the Bay-Sal 
even for its impurity. And if their moſt extravagant ah 
ject zeal to promote, in defiance. of matter of fact, th; 
fale of their Monarch's Salt, does. not render theſe Gen 
tlemen incapable of conviction; I would refer them to the Mi 
ancient and preſent practice of the Hollanders. 
The Durch, in purifying their Salt, always blend with 
the French Bay-Salt a great quantity of Spani/} aul 
|| other Mediterranean. Salts * ; ſo (what is called) the vi 
|| triolof theſe Salts keeps the French Salt from being ſoft 
{| ened. For theſe Salts are put into great pans, properly We 
filled with brackiſh water, and boiled with coal-fires. Ad 
the mildneſs of the French Salt tempers the other Salts. I 
And can it be imagined, that the parſimonious Dutch 
would, for ages, have been at this charge and pains to thei 
own prejud! oF If filth added any virtue to Salt, Frenc 
fiſh ane: with _ Salt, would then ſurel vp: in for cg 


— 4 


| "> This ati 18 ca eee Sal u * 5 Salt. | | 
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| (15) 
Warkets out-ſell Dazch fiſh preſerved with clean Salt; 
E Flicreas all Europe knows the COTA, to the Hollanders 
ry great profit. ---: © 
But after all the expence, and trouble that they take in 
| land to purge their Salt, and remedy its defects, it is 
Ar inferior in purity, and every other good Property, to 
ur Brine-Salt, if rightly made. 
And when our Legiſlature pleaſes to lay a ahve. 
: | Aditional duty upon coals exported, we ſhall, by that 
cans, be able to ſell Brine-Salt, made to the greateſt 
gerfection, much cheaper than foreigners can purify theirs: 
Ind unleſs foreigners do either purity their Salt, or pur- 
Eaſe ours, the greateſt part of the h fiſn- trade will 
hnavoidably fall into our hands. 
Of all the kinds of Salt furniſhed by Cheſtire, the : 
boeh Sal: is che beſt. This is made on a Saturday 
1 Wight, and, in regard to the day following, it is not drawn 
bill Mondays and in the mean while, to prevent acci- 
ents, there is leſs fire uſed. This Salt the potters buy 
v, becauſe being ſtronger, it glazes earthen ware better 
han the common Salt. But even this Shivery-Salt will 
either keep meat for long voyages, nor will it cure fiſh 
qut very indifferently. For it has by no means a proper 
ain for that Purpole ; nor is the Salt fo thoroughly 
: ſeared of the Freſb as it ought to be. 
As for the Rock-Salt of Cheſhire, it has 0 many bad 
[ ies that moſt certainly nature never could intend 
b- at either fiſh or fleſh thould be cured with it; : and whe- 


ther 


| you will never fail of ſeeing very many little Pyramid 


with wonderful nicety; and the crowns of theſe pyranuſ 
are always cubes of a much iber ſize than any of tn 
reſt. 


. avorkmen might not pretend any difficulties in exccutil 


( 16 ) 
ther it be wholeſome to be eaten, let the learned Ps 


cian pronounce. 


Your Lordſhips curioſity * catilour (I preſume) wil 


not be diſpleaſed to know, that in all the Salt-works 
Che ſbire, there are tubs ſet under the barrows (or wicks 


baskets) to catch the droppings of the Salt, when fr 
drawn: now if one of theſe tubs ſtands there eight or te 


_ Un and has received four or five quarts of liquor, ther # 


will be always found in it a ſmall quantity of Salt, px: | i 
haps about an ouuce and ſhould the inſide of the ti 


happen to be dirty, no one can perceive any difference 


tween this Tub-Salt and the beſt French Bay- Salt, a 


the latter is not ſo ſweet. 


This proves the common notion, of Brine-Salt bein 


naturally of a flakey ſhoot, to be erroneous. 


And in the Salt made by the ſun, as well as by my wa 


which are compoſed of a parcel of ſmall cubical gran 
piled up in a moſt exact order, and cemented togeth | 


All the little | merit therefore that I can pretend to, 


the Improvement of Brine-Salt, is, that I have, with H 


utmoſt efforts, endeavoured to follow nature; and tu 


I made it my ſtudy to accommodate my Proceſs, as na 


as poſſible, to the preſent practice in Cheſbire, that 1 


che directions. 
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67 
ad though when I have made the quantity of Salt 
] 4 Lordſhips ſhall pleaſe to order, I can then ſpeak with 
more exactneſs, as to the Price, at which Salt made my 
ay can be afforded ; yet I now beg leave upon that head 
co obſerve, that, by my method, one man may eaſily look 
atter four pans, and his wife and his children (when they 
come to twelve or fourteen years of age) may get their 
NE bread by working along with him. In the preſent way, 
it is as much as one man can do to take care of one pan. 
ss that (cinders being much uſed in my Proceſs) with re- 
BE card to coals and labour, my Salt will coſt leſs than the 
common Salt. A pan, in my way of working, will laſt | |} 
more than three times as long, as in that now uſed. My 
Salt needs no hot-houſes, which are abſolutely neceſlary 
| I for the common Salt. Thus the expence of thoſe build- 
nngs is ſaved. It will not waſte in carriage, as the pre- 
ent Salt does: by this means the three Buſhels in forty, 
allowed by the Government for waſte, will go towards 
a making the freight eaſy. And if the Salt-proprietors fol- 
low my Proceſs, they will have a vaſtly greater demand both 
here and from abroad, than they ever yet had; together 
We ith many other advantages. And fince to this method 
of mine the Salt-proprietors cannot object any thing, ex- 
| cept only the expence of new pans, and ſheds to cover 
them; I don't in the leaſt doubt, but the certainty of a 
1 proſperous trade will ſoon make my propoſal, upon every 
"account, acceptable to them. 
3 I beg leave to mention, that, for the firſt falting of 
meat, my Salt muſt be ground or pounded pretty fine; 8 
1 55 „ =. for 


properties of Salt, obliges me to hint, that Salt and Sugy 
| (if good) have the like effects upon fleſh and fruit, when 
they are neither tainted nor decayed : for the air mult be 


are the greateſt I ever uſed. My moſt uſual quantitics 
were an ounce and half in the ſecond drawing of the pan, 


. —— — 
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tu) 


for the ſecond alting it muſt be bruiſed; and if n meat iz 


to bear a long voyage, or to keep a great while, then { 
the third ſalting, it muſt be laid on whole. 
The generality of perſons being ignorant of the try 


—— — WIE 2 


excluded, the out-{ide not hardened, and the juice pr. 5 
ſerved. And if fleſh well- fed, and skilfully {laughteret, 


' when it is falted, be not ſoft, moiſt, and mellow, as wel 
1 as perfectly ſweet, beyond all diſpute the Salt is faulty. 


And ſince it will be 01 hope) of no ſinall adyantay: 


to the Public, permit me, my Lords, to obſerve, that i 


the Inhabitants of Creat Britain and Ireland, when they 
make Salt from ſea-water, would for the far greatcr par 
of the Proceſs uſe much ſlower fires, and would ſuffer 
the liquor to lye a good while in the pan, ſcarce ſimmer: 


ing inſtead of boiling; they would ſee almoſt as great a Wn 
difference betwixt their Salt then, and what it is now, 4 
there is betwixt the plumpeſt grain and chaff. I am vill 


the greet and * real reſpect, 


Ny Lords, he: 


P. S. The quantities of Allom 1 in the Proceſ 


and an ounce and half a drachm in the third, and ſomctims i 
uu a drachm leſs. . — 
Mr. 


¹ Kae 5 Letter to Doctor plumptre, Pre- | 
i | | dent of the College of Phyſicians, 5 dated 1 246h 1 
"i 4 September, I 746. 


ge SIR, Ty 8 Te | 
"TI $322 Take the liberty to acquaint you, that 4 


a] J Pop gallon of the beſt Brine in Cheſhire yields 
If @&x three pounds weight of Salt, and a gallon. 
et Jof the ordinar y Brine of that county yields 
. GENTE two pounds weight ; of conſequence, then 
ga pan of eight hundred gallons (the uſual fize) of the beſt 
23 


þ Brine, produces twenty four hundred pounds weight of 
( | 2 Salt, and of ordinary Brine ſixteen hundred pounds weight: 
B deduct the third part of each quantity for the firſt draw- 


ing of the pan, the remainders to be grained and hardened - 


by Allom are, of the beſt Brine ſixteen hundred pounds 
ol Salt, of the ordinary Brine one thouſand and e ſix 
A pounds, and two thirds of a pound. 

I humbly defire your opinion, whether 8 ounces 


1 | of common Allom, being incorporated with the leaſt of 
I | * the 


(26) 


the abovement ioned remainders, can have any ill cg 
with regard to health; that is, one grain and about c 
third of a grain of Allom to one pound of Salt. = 
T defign to publiſh my Proceſs of making Salt, together 8 | 
with this and many other Papers upon that topic; ; all which WA 
in a few weeks afterwards (upon account of the 1 unportanc 
of the ſubject) I know will be printed abroad in Du 
and French: and I would have foreigners ſee, that Wi 
ingredient (however innocent) is put into the Salt, with. 
I out conſulting the Preſident of the College of Phyſician; 
if) Thercfore be pleaſed to return an Anſwer. J am ſenſibl 
the College cannot be convened (eſpecially at this time al 
1 the year) "without a good deal of trouble. 
Great allowances are to be made for perſons groſily fo 
norant; and I would by no means propoſe to a Gentleman 
of your learning, ſuch an obvious queſtion, if I was not 
fully perſuaded, that the ſolution of it in form would be 
of public utility. And I hope to effect à much greater Wt 
thing, than [ have the allurance to mention. 


1 am, &c. 


0 2 1 ) 
N $. The reduction ſtands thus: | — 


3 Ounces 


Ns 
1 1 - ths Grain 4 ; and r = 
=_ 1066 


— 


1 


= 


"1066 — — 


De 22 Teftimonial i is to be regarded. as an Ar 
% fwer to the above Letter. 


b his method of making Salt from Brine, I do accordingly 
Noe it very willingly : and I think with great certainty, 
hat the Proportion uſed in his Proceſs, according to his 


W mankind. 


ey ſign it as my opinion. 
F Sept. 1746. | H. 7 lumpir E. 


Han Mr. Lowndes has deſired my opinion con- 
cerning the wholeſomneſs of Allom, as it relates 


count, cannot poſſibly be of any detriment to the health 


N 1am fo fully perſuaded of it, that 1 freely and wil⸗ 


a 


— ę4——— ᷓ de ͤ EiwAk — — 
r ew p — ave, go — 


that the ſame may be made uſe of for curing the fiſh f j | 


of encouraging any reaſonable Scheme, that may tend Wk 
the preſervation of the health of the ſeamen on boa 
His Majeſty's ſhips: I am ordered by their Lordlhip | 
to deſire you will be at the trouble of communicati 
7 his Letter to the Gentlemen of the College of Pitz 


A Letter from Thomas | Corbett Eſquire, Ser: 
tary to the Lords of the Admiralty, to Dif 
Plumptre, Preſs dent hl the College * Ph þ 


clans. 
| Atmiralty-Office, 27 Juh, 1745. 


IR. Thomas- Tenn hikes repreſented 1 
N ER the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty ® 
„in the incloſed Letter, that he has inven * 

©9 a new method of making Salt, which Si: 
zs far better, both for curing fleſh, and ali 


for medicinal uſes, than any yet found out; and propolin 


victualling the Navy; and their Lordſhips being deſirot 


cian 


"Wu 


Is, and that they will permit him to attend them 
th Specimens of his Salt ; and when they have heard 
m, they will pleaſe to report to their Lordſhips their 
ion of the uſefulneſs of the faid Salt in the Na V. 


1 am, &c. 


| I SIDE 2a, 
a 2 


94 
178 
. 1 


The Report f the code of Phyſicians, v1 | { 


— his Salt for the uſe of the Navy: which x 


ing it. 


that Mr. Louindess Salt is, in all ref] pes, a ſtrong 3 | 
pure Salt, equal at leaſt, if not preferable to any we 


cCuring fleſh for the N avy in long voyages: which, 4M 
the material experiment wanting, they think ought 0] 
« by ended to their Lordſhips for trial. Signed i 


* 


Auguſt, 1745. 


WT) HE Preſident bans the College, u 
n the occaſion of their Meeting was a Lett F 
. ſent by order of the Lords of the An 
2 ralty, relating to an application made 
their Lordſhips by Mr. Lownges, rec 


read, and Mr. Lowndes called in, and produced Sr: 
mens of his Salt; and was asked vera ee conc 


After due Conſideration, «6 came to the fall Eg 
Ne ſolution, viz, Fi 

T is the Opinion of the College from ire! Fu 
nations, by the uſual proofs of the goodneſs of 51 


acquainted with. That it ſeems very likely to an{v 


4. omas . 1 


7. Lowndes's Propoſal to the Right Honour 
able the Lords Commuſſzoners of the Admiralty, Uo 
u Letter to Thomas Corbett Eſquire, their | 
1 nr, Secretary. 1 


Hampftead, 7 Mer, 1745-6. 


— — . — > 


F Moſt W coorhend, that the Right — 
Hondurable the Lords Commiſſioners of, 
Ry the Admiralty will be of opinion, that the 
moſt ſatisfactory proofs of the goodneſs of 
my Salt, will naturally fall Wage theſe 
n four heads; Domeſtic Uſes, Beef for the 
| why Navy, Pork for the fame, and the F iſhery of A. 
Merica. 
| That fx . ba allowed for the firſt, two years for IM 
. ſecond and third, and twelve months for the fourtn. 
When it is conſidered how many years J have been in ef. 
Neing this ſervice, of ſuch importance to the Public; 
* n. J have been at in experiments, and going 
4 n „ abroad; 


* —— —— — — — — 


I! : if 
p 14 
1 if | 


3 — 
. —— : TS 


abroad; and the riſque I ran in making neceſſary obſer, 
tions: no reaſonable man can think, but my demand i; 
very moderate, of being paid to me, or my repreſentatiye, 
free of all fees and deductions, one thouſand pounds fir 
each of the three firſt heads: and as the fiſhery conſume 
more Salt than all the other articles together, I thereſone 
dos expect for that head four thouſand pounds; n 7hi; 
condition, that my Salt equals or excels French Bay. Sal, 
which is generally eſteemed to be the beſt in Euro! 
And upon their Lordſhips agreeing to theſe terms, I (a 
my part) do humbly offer to diſcloſe my Secret in ſuch 
manner, as their Lordſhips ſhall pleaſe to direct. And if, 
upon trial, my Salt be found, in every one of the aborc 
particulars, to be inferior to the French Bay- Salt, though 
what I have done cannot be denied to be an improyemen! 


n * RR N —— 
* * 
X „ 75 * 
— N 
? , N 
ee eee 8 menen go. np the 
* 7 p : 
+. - Lo ; 
« ; N. | 
x * 4 , f a 7 8 
: — y 


of no ſmall public utility, JT. Tg Take * m7 a pre: 
e of it. 

When my method is /expoſt; amd” the reaſons of the 
Proceſs are ſeriouſly attended to; all the Salt made from 


ſea - water in theſe three kingdoms may be improved, {0 2» 
to be (I conceive) about one third part better than it 
now. But to make our  Marine-Salt equal in goodneß 
| Purity, Price, and ſweetneſs, with Brine- Salt, is wholly 


impoſlible : becauſe all ſea-water is impregnated with the 
Bittern, which probably is the offspring of Vitriol, and] 
which defies the power of Chymiſtry to diveſt it. But 


Brine is naturally quite free from that, and every othc! 


bad 3 Nor do | make any demand for the uni 
proveimcnt | 


7 


1 provement of bur Sea-Salt, thou gh it be the direct con· 15 | 


gnorant what immenſe quantities of our common Marine- 
| Polt the Navy uſes, as well as the Cities of London and 
| We/tminſler, Borough of Southwark, and all thoſe coun- 
ties where the Thames is navigable, beſides very many o- 


Y ther places. And if I fail to ſhew (if my advice be fol- 


lowed) how to meliorate the Marine-Salt of Great Britain 
nd ſreland, let my country brand me with infamy. 
I need not hint to their Lordſhips, the vaſt loſſes the 
Navy conſtantly ſuſtains for want of good Salt: and their 
| þ Lordſhips muſt know that to be the cauſe of the too fre- 
guent unwholeſomneſs of Ente OT the Poor 
ſeamens lives are endangered. 
One of the main ions to our Hering F iſnery, 


What great exportation of butter, which England and Ire- 
and micht otherwiſe reaſonably expect to have; theſe 


the 
. ingdoms producing i in vaſt abundance the beſt butter in 


rom 
Gepe. And it cannot be doubted (if this attempt of 


Pine meets with encouragement, and proves ſucceſsful) 
Put we ſhall, by means thereof, purchaſe our Naval Storeß 
Wt much cafier rates, than we or our anceſtors ever did, or 
han we otherwiſe can do. For we ſhall ſend Salt to the 
it country, which now buys all its Salt from foreign 
Puntries, and eſpecially. from France; who cannot be 
; Pore ſenſibly affected, than by our interfering with her 
q that branch of commerce. So that Greaz Britain 8 
J 1 z i ſaving 


it 
neh, 
holy 
1 the 

and? 
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othel 
e un- 
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7 ſequence of my intended performance. Not that I am 


| 1 the badneſs of our Salt: And it is the ſole hindrance to. ũ 


Ta. E ee O%S $4 
ET 


©% 33% . 


cheeſes, which are now in a manner thrown away. An 


—— 
8 A hs — —— — 9s ' 8 +> 
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ſiuwing a conſiderable ſum of money, which is yearly pij 


beneficial and glorious acquiſition of Cape Breton, are th 


If] JeCt of theſe three kingdoms, who will think that thok 
places ought to depend upon France, Spain, Tortuga 
* and Sardinia for Salt, if it can be prevented. 


f (28) 


to Weis gners, will be one of the leaſt advantages produc i 
by my propoſal. It will too (amongſt other things) o« i 
fion a good market for our ordinary offal and flet. mil 
when the profit of our Nea foundland trade, and our mi 


objects of our conſideration ; I believe there is not a {ub 


If their Lordſhips pleaſe to write to any of their oft 


? cers in Holland, they will inform them, that the Dt 


purify by coal-fires, all the Salt uſed in the curing th 


white herrings, which will laſt quite good a whole year: i 
and all white herrings cured with unpurified Salt, will no: 
laſt above four months. This will diſprove an untruth 


propagated with great induſtry, that no Salt will pre 


ſerve well, but what i is made by the ſun. The fault hs i 
wholly in the unskilfulneſs of the Perſons, who uſe coal- 


fires. And I preſume, it will be a very acceptable int. 


mation to their Lordſhips, upon good grounds to e 
ſured, that my Salt can be compleatly made, and cryltal: 
lized at a good deal leſs expence, than the Dutch Can pu. 


rity theirs. 
Mr. Elli ſon, of Middlewich in es, at whoſ 


| works I made the Salt (of which ſamples were preſented | 
18 5 to r Lordſhi ps, and to the College of Phy licians 


Call 


* (6299) | 
FJ certify to their Lordſhips, that the pans I uſed, did 
t contain leſs than ſeven hundred gallons each. _ 
EE This will expoſe ſome Calumniators, who have affirm- 
=. That made but a very few pounds weight at one 
4 * And I hope their Lordſhips will here indulge me 
| bc liberty to obſerve to them, that, if my Salt ſhould 


ay 

2 | " 1Wer upon the ſeveral tr ials above propoſed, and it 
ln; hercupon a great demand for it ſhould enſue ; pans to 
> WSntain ſixteen hundred gallons each will be the propereſt 


r the purpoſe : becauſe Brine works more Kindly, and 
Mit grains much better in very large pans, than in finall 
| : If 1 may be allowed to value any thing that 1 can per- 
Irm, I ſhould be inclined not to think amils of my me- 
oc of making Salt, upon account of the great cafineſs 
che Proceſs, and its being (when all things are duly 
Wtimated) far leſs chargeable than the method now. uſed. 
ll the charge is at the ſetting out. And the preſent 
lies tenſils will do pretty well, till the Salt Proprietors are 


ol. ly convinced by experience, that what 1 Propoſe 1 18 for 
nt. heir intereſt. . 
don't apply to the Crown fir a patent for this im- 
4]. Nrovement; becauſe I conceive that the act impowering 


* Crown to grant patents, does not mean to include. 

Pyentions or improvements relating to the neceſſaries of 
! 1 

V malice has been wanting to bring a diſreputation 

Gon my Salt: and every wicked art will be practiſed to 

| render 


(30). 


af render its virtue ineffectual. The Salt Contractors are my 
avowed enemies; for the miſcarrying of my attempt vil 
be their gain. 
univerſe may be vitiated, and a very large quantity of Prg, 
viſions may be ſpoiled by a certain liquor, which colts bit 

a few pence. 
7 purlers of ſhips, and their clerks, cannot be ſuppoſed to 


It is well known, that the beſt Salt in th: 


And the officers in the victualling, and the 


be ignorant of it. 
And as the ſucceſs of this affair is of very great conſe. 


quence, both to the Public and myſelf, their Lordſliq 
will permit me to mention (with all ſubmiſſion to their 
judgment) whether a good quantity, as four or five hun. 
dred buſhels of my Salt, ſhould not be diſtributed to {ome 


of the moſt conſiderable traders to Newfoundland; whe: 
ther eighty, or one hundred' buſhels, ſhould not be given 
to ſome eminent merchants, to be uſed in ſalting beef and 
pork. to be ſent to climates, where proviſions are with the 


greateſt difficulty preſerved. And for the -Royal Navy, 
that a good large quantity of beef and pork be cured with 
my Salt, and put on board ſhips commanded by officers f 
known diſcretion and character. 


No riſque can poſſib 


attend this trial for the Navy; it being by the beſt judge 
allowed, that my Salt far excels that of Nerwca/le or Li 
anington. That certificates of the proof in the above art. 
cles be tranſmitted to the Lords of the Admiralty. And 
for the goodneſs of my Salt in domeſtic uſes, there cannot 
be better Judges, than their Lordihups 1 in their own houſe 
. . þ | | 


1 there 


(31) 
| 7 therefore humbly propoſe to go down into Che/tire 


}z 11 my own expence, and to make, or caufe to be made what 
Wuantity of Salt their Lordſhips ſhall pleaſe to order, and 


8 Jo have it laid down, or put on board at Liverpool at 
, Eight pence halfpenny the Buſhel, purſuant to ſuch Di- 
p | F-cions as their Lordſhips ſhall give. 


The great variety of matter neceſſary to be touchen . 
pon muſt be my apology for the length of this Letter; 
Ind whatever in any part of it is thought by their Lor * 
ſhips to be wrong, ſhall be rectified to their ſatisfaction. 
f or I don't doubt, but their Lordſhips will act by me with 
Buſtice and honour ; and indeed I cardially intend Ne ler- 
Jice of the Public. 


P. S Sir Thomas Lombe had fourteen thouſand pounds ba 

| en him for his Machine, after he had gained by it a 

Fry large fortune. And 1 hope I am not immodeſt, in 
t my Undertaking not to be leſs aemey: 


Lester from Mr. 15 12th March, 1745-6, 70 


Thoms Corbett £& /qure, ay 70 e Lordo id the 
| Fr 


IIR. 


1 S my Letter to you. of the 7th inſtant treatcd upon 
ſeyeral branches of Commerce, as well as victualling 
oyal Navy; I thought it proper to fend a copy of it 
l | the Lords of Trade, "whom J have defired to conſer 
1 upon 


(32) 


upon that Subject wich the Right Honourable the al 
miſſioners of the Admiralty, when "they: meet in th 
Houſe of Commons, Fo 

1t would certainly have been wrong in me not to gi 
you this intimation. 


Lam, &, 


A 2000p to Mr 3 Hs Thomas Corbett Elma 
Secretary zo the Admiralty. | 


,, 280 March, 1746, 
* 1 R, | 
Aving laid before my Lands Commiſſioners of tief 
is Admiralty your Letters of the th and 12th * 
ſtant, repreſenting, that you have found out a methoddl 
improving Salt, which is much better and cheaper thu 
any foreign Salt, and very proper to be uſed in the Roja 


| l b j | 2% 

Navy; and propoſing that a good large quantity of be 
0 and pork be cured with your Salt for the Navy, and pit 

WI! | on board ſhips commanded by officers of known diicreti! 
„ 

I | and character; I am ordered to acquaint you, that yol 
Wi Letters are ſent to the Commiſſioners for victualling, vii 
||". recommendation from their Lordſhips to make an cM 
rniment thereof: and therefore you will attend that boil 
por that purpoſe, and deliver your Propoſal to them. bY 
as to the rewards you mention, thoſe things are not in ti 
Wil | 

Will | | aut of th Dore, but of the Parliament. 

Wh Tam, &c 


$ MW. [TE 
89 *** 4 , 


A Lui 


Leiter fr oor As. Knee to Mr. Ralph 
= Lnge, dated zoll May, 1746. 


b 
1 95 a 1 OUR Jong and thorough knowledge of 


8.5 Cheſbire, your having the ſuperintendence 
2 75 of a Salt-work belonging to the Honour- 
able Mr. Venables Yernon, and your being 
X Froprietor of one in your own right, make 
lc to 1 * your information, whether you do really 
Niere, that there is in Che/hire Brine ſufficient to make 
* quantity of Salt, as twenty five or thirty thou- 
nd tons of Salt yearly. Tou will pleaſe to return ſuch 
Þ infer, as you will not be under any concern to fee | 


Fintcd, 
I am, &c. 


E = | Mr. 


— —ñ—ĩ—ꝓ—c — — — —. 


1 make twenty or thirty thouſand tons a year; and, if ther 


| 1 5 x 1746. 


e ̃ĩ r . . ¾—-dà OT Oe Ro yr or pr IL E 
—_ a , 


Mr. Bridges Anſwer to the above Letter, 31/1 Nig, 


; 8 FR; 
Have your favour of the zoth inſtant, and have been 
long acquainted with our Salt-ſprings in Che/hjxz: 
and do believe, there are now ſprings there ſufficient u 


were a demand, more might be found. 


7 am, CC, | 


(35) 


Ar Account of the quantity of Salt imported into Bu ines 


ing the countries em whence — ted. 


From im Core ; , 5 
, to] 74 
1 | Cori, 1737, 73 739, 74 7 
ik I Weys % Mey buſ.l Weys buſ. wry 2 
J | 8 | | 


* 
= 
. 


1869260 171 


45 — 231 


2 1 52 5 8 2675 | 
* [1949|17]2040| 8 
222 5 


hi Gurnſy — 10: 17 
Totals Fake aj 


N. B. A Wey contains for ty / bathels 


| N. B. The lnſpector General receives no accounts from Scotland, {0 that 
His account of imports is for os. ans only. 


272200 Lond, SPREE John Oxenford, All. 7 General. 
| Thomas Hill Eſquire, Secr etary to the Right Honourble the Lords Com- 


uſioners for Trade and Plantations, was ſo optging as to procure this Paper 


or Mr, er 


in ſeven years, ending at Chriſimas, 1742, diſtinguiſh- a 
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An Eſtimate of what foreign Salt das been conſumed u 
England and Wales for ſeyen years, "OP at Lay 


day, 1745. 


buſhels. 


Yea end. d. Lady 45. 1927, — 100,792, at 84 pou a6 
— 1 —— 9 . 
— — 
r e ne, 
eee — — 109,335, 
— „ 117,70, 


Y! 1 5 — commatiant 


„ [th 1 „„ 3 747, 983. 


: Salt-office, Nork-build- OE 7 0 5 Mt Elliot, 5 
n Ex. Philip Elias Peliier, Seer 


— 
——— —— — 2 = 1 — 2 2 
— 1 Re ae res 9c 
e — ” aber — — — 
— a > — . 22 


vn | ite. Faw returns his Hinds W to the 10 
. able the Commiſſioners of the Salt- -duty, for direct 
N their officers to make out and atteſt this Account. 


Mill _ A. B. The Viftualling-board i can vouch, that, in tine 
of peace, French Salt, whoa bought in large ne 
always coſts above ten ſhillings per buſhel; and now that 1 
comes by the way of Holland, we pay a muck high 

| price. | 


At 


(* 


Account of all 10 foreign Salt aces; in Scotland 
for ſeven: years, preceding Michaelmas, 1742, diſtin- | 
* each 2285 : 


_ 
1 
3 


bal 


. | From Michaelmas, 1735, to Michaelmas, 1726, 340 
E Thence q ãð to ditto —-—— 1737, 500 
| Thence — — 9 1738, 900 

: | Thence ..... to ditto —— 1739, 100 
| Thence — — to dit -- 1740, 470 1 
Thence ü . to ditto —— 1741, nt 
Þ Thence — —t ditto ATE N 658 . 
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Ar Note, That all the foreign Salt conſumed at home, is 
Wd in curing of fiſh or flelh for exportation; fo chat 2 
Wal rh there is no home conſumption. 

(tine Though this Account is not atteſted under the proper 
ers hand, yet 1 it can 1 be proved to be authentic. 
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An. Account of foreign Salt Mpertel into Ireland for t. 
ven years, and from 2 3 TRE di ie 


— 


1 Hmm” ee "Hoa | 
| and | France, Plantatin, 
TR 85 Handi, 3 age! A? 


— — 


4 _ 


| Buchel, | Buſhels 1 Buſhels, | Bulhel, 


0 17380 69,13 220,741] 2,40 
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Find from Lady- Joy: 1729, to F 
1742, were imported into Maſſachuſet. 
> New Hamp/bire, and Nova Scotia, 74,28 
X29 hogſheads of Salt, being 594,296 bulhe.. 
AS7& which is yearly 29,714 hogſheads, or 23757 


1 may be noted, that during this time, the fiſhe 

Nas greatly diminiſhed by the Spaniſh war, and OY co 
Int apprehenſions of a French war's breaking out : 

| ſt the conſumption of Salt in that country, in time: 
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* probably be neareſt 40,000 hoglheads of Salt annual 
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